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Notes from Michelle

oD s

School Closing

Mon., Dec. 19th
thru
Fri. Dec. 30th
Winter Recess
(School Closed)
Fri. Jan. 13th
Staff Day
(No Classes Helq

~—~

Mon. Jan. 16th

Upcoming Ever"t

Fri. Dec. 16th

Winter Arts Festiya

7pm

PAC
Mon. Jan. 2nd
School Repens

|

Two Quick Notes on
Safety...

wing. | loved watching a in the seventh grade,
first grader helpinga 3  teaching a philosophy

1) We must refrain from  year old zipper his jacket class in the eighth grade,
posting images and videos the other day. Having and now, stepping in for
of students on websites  achieved basic numeracy Betty, in the fifth/sixth
and Facebookno matter and literacy, and the sec- grade. While early ado-
how cute they are. Every ond big growth spurt of  lescence is undoubtedly
parent has the right to de- childhood, second throughone of the most challeng-
cide whet her foarth graders dedpenl diérsg peri ods
face appears on social me-their learning and skills aslife, and those big kids can
dia. If you would like to  well as their relationships, seem scary, loud, and
make a posting of an eventand cross the bridge from brash, scratch the surface
that involves our students, early childhood to early  and you too, would be
you must ask the teacher adolescence. Bythistimet ak en wi t h

i n

our

first, who will clear it with  of the year they come to esty and beauty as they

the appropriate people andstudy the long ago, far  navigate the changes over-
get back to you with an an-away, and unobservable. coming them and their
swer. Thank you for your Fifth graders come to feel peers. | am wowed by

MLK Jr. Day understanding. they belong in the upper their intellectual engage-
(No Classes Held)>y or parking lot is acell school, while sixth and ~ ment and drive to learn,
phone free driving area!  seventh graders are pre- even as their brains are

This includes handdree  sented with higher expec- undergoing major recon-

tations in the academic  struction. | am heartened
and cultural arenas of life by their willingness to
Each year, as we approacht High Meadow. Our wrestle with the larger
the holiday season and  eighth graders have begurguestions of what makes
winter break, | am taken  to wear the mantle of stu- us who we are, what is our
with the evident growth of dent elders, coordinating purpose, what is right, and
dur students, from the verycommunity service pro- what makes relationships
young to the eighth grade jects, making the final de- and community work. |
Iders. Young children  cision on the Immersion am deeply impressed with
who began the year tenta- Week topic, and evincing their focus, even as their
tively and with a slight a greater maturity and bodies tell them to do oth-
look of bewilderment, are ownership over their erwise. These kids are
running the place. First learning and growth. deep to a one, they are
graders have made the leapl have had the opportu- wildly and diversely tal-
to reading and research, nity to spend real time in ented, and they have regu-
and assume the role of oldthe upper school this year larly had this observer in
est in the early childhood leading morning meetings (Cont. on next page)

communications.
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stitches. It is not peacefulher own and when do | to meet the educational with joy, health, close

but it sure is stimulating step in? How do | make and social needs of stu- family and friends. And I

for the adults who work  space for the less appeal-dents strikes to the heart wish for us all a year in

with them. ing aspects of their devel-of what we mean when which peace and prosper-
Teachers ask the same opmental needs? Whatiswe s ay, 0t e atcpheeail onahs eartle -

guestions in educating  the right work forthese s ear cher 0 as a centr al
these young adolescents dgds to be doing? With tenet of progressive edu- Note: | must reschedule

we do with our very the honeymoon period  cation. We treasure this my breakfast this week to
youngest ones, who are well over, and the meat freedom and trust. Friday, January 6th

also seeking autonomy  and potatoes portion of theln closing, | want to Please mark your calen-
with a dearth of experi-  year begun, the teachers share how very grateful | dars and | hope to see
ence to support their are deep into the explora-am to you all for the chil- some new faces there.

choices. What does age tion of these questions andren with whom you en-
appropriate challenge andthe implementation of  trust us, and the great joy
practice look like for thesetheir solutions. Continu- they bring us each day. |
kids? What must this ally calibrating and adjustwant to wish you all a
child wrestle with on his/ ing classroom approaches$oliday season abundant

Events, Updates & Announcements

After School Drama Club Domestic Violence Shelter,
You are invited to attendFamily, and several local

the Drama Club's presen-food pantries. Boxes will be

tation onMonday, Decem-in place until the end of next

ber 12th. They have beenweek.

working hard all semester

and would love to have an

audienceThey will be

performing at 4:00 pm in

the PAC.
Thanks, Amy Poux Midwinter Arts Festival

This Friday! b Holidoy ood
8th Grade Community The Midwinter Arts Festi- 0 ; drw:z; 02“ ‘
Service Initiatives Still vl Exhibition opens offri- | pu ek S
Going! day, Dec. 16th @ 6:30 in Date V LY

The 8th Grade gift recepthe PAC. 2nd through 8th
tacles are still in place ingrade artwork will be on
each building. Please notdisplay! Please take your
that they are now accept-c hi | drends b
ing hats, socks and glovesvith you at the conclusion
as well as toys! Our ef-  of the program.
forts will benefit Family's Thanks!
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The PTO
wishes everyone a lovely break
and weob6ll see you next ye
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Early Childhood Program anssa

There were so many  the foundation for more that different families  ticipated in the conversa-
great pictures from the  complex work that | can- have different rules. Thetion, so everyone knows
past couple of weeks! It not wait to see. rule is strict because the the rule. We will keep
was hard to choose. One One thing | did not get aintention behind a shoot-working with them to find
of my favorites is the con-picture of was a meeting Ing gun, even a pretend ways to satisfy that need
struction that the after-  had with the children re- gun, is rarely positive andor the feeling of power
noon 3/4s did together in cently about guns in a classroom it usually that a pretend gun pro-
Popo village, that's the  (pretend, of course) in theends up with someone vides. We will also sup-
lower playground with the classroom. Shooting andupset. So we worked ouport and empower the chil-
"houses" built out of logs guns have been coming a contract that says theydren that don't want to par-
and sticks. They worked up quite frequently duringwill keep their guns in  ticipate in that sort of play.
on it with such intention the day. We reviewed théheir pockets or in their  Looking forward to our
and ceoperation, each  strict policy of no guns in cubbies and will not class holiday party next
one telling their own story the classroom, while vali-shoot them at school. | Friday at noon!
about it as they went dating the attraction and wrote it out and several
along. It's a beautiful ex- power of guns. We also children signed it. Even
ample of age appropriate, talked about how it is finechildren that are not in-

3/4 year old construction, to do it other places and terested in gun play par-
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PreK
We've been telling tales Hands shot up and as |

in PreK, most recently in-called on them your chil-

spired by the bookKll dren spun a tale that in-

Catch the Moomy Nina volved a witch, a fairy, a

Crews. The book tells  shattered moon, a Kitty,
about a girl who uses a my dog Daisy, a dragon

Kathy

gave each child a piece oEveryone had a turn roll-
green paper and asked ing a die, counting the
them to create their own dots and putting that
great green room using number of stars onto their
markers and pictures fronpaper. This was an exer-
magazines. You saw the cise to practice one to

ladder to get to the moon and a happy ending. Eve-results, as the works wentone correspondence that
where she spins and ryone added to the story, home the same day. Whagave us a lovely back
dances before returning tdistening to each other andyou didn't see was how drop for the town that's
her own bed for the nightresponding; adding more anxious everyone was to springing up on the man-

| put the book down and mischief or resolving a

explain their piece to eacttle.

told the children that | myproblem. There was smil- other. The children took  All of this talk about

self had tried to visit the ing and laughter and no
moon. | said | got a reallyone knew they were in-

turns standing in front of night skies and bedrooms
the group telling the is of course leading to

long ladder, leaned it volved in a language arts thought behind the work. lour celebration of the
against the moon and be-esson!

gan to climb. Then I said, Another book that
"What happened next?" launched a fun bit of
This wasn't the first time imagining isGoodnight
we played this game so Moonby Margaret Wise
the children were ready. Brown. After reading it |

hope your child shared winter solstice, the long-

with you. est night of the year. |
We've also been workindook forward to seeing

on math skills. You'll no- you there. Kerry, Jen and

tice a very starry night skyl wish you peace and

over the classroom mantldappy holidays.
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Kindergarten Cindy

The Kindergarten class how we put our muscles stormed some ideas on
has begun our unit on théo use. The children havewvhat we think the brain is@3
"Human Body". We also experienced how ourfor. This led us into the |
have become scientists heart beats and how the five senses. The childrerg
again in order to discovelungs work when we discovered that humans #
the structure and behav-move fast compared to use their five senses to &
ior that help our body  when we sit still. We thenfind out about their sur- .
grow and survive. We moved into the stomach roundings. Humans gro
have learned about our and intestines which and change during their
external and internal brought us to the diges- life cycle. It's up to us
parts by playing a game tive system. They were take care of our bodies
called "What is inside? very interested in what and this is how we can dd
What i s out lsappers b our foddafterit: Good Nutrition, Rest,
have also created riddlesyve eat it. We then fo-  Cleanliness, Exercise, anf'§ b
about our body parts. Weused on the brain and Safety. Keeping healthy i§ ¢
put together individual  skull which we brain- fun!!!ll Season's Greeting =
skeletons and learned ;

1st Grade Kristin & Patrick

As we put the final have begun daily ap-  are approaching!
touches on the huge bat proach stroke exercises.Thanks
house Rei do 3sNewibkbaisanding bome
nated to our class, we re-an approach stroke sheet
view all of the things we So that you can reinforce
have learned about bats. these approach strokes at
Sadly we finishedvly Side home. We have also be-
of the Mountainbut the  gun welcoming Debbie
children enthusiastically Lan in on Wednesday
asked to read the next in mornings to explore vari-
the series so we trundled ous aspects of our culturg
off to the library to pick it and community through
up. In the same week wetraditional songs.
said goodbye to our won- We look forward to see-
derful student teacher  ing you for our Holiday
Anne. The children bake¢amily Breakfast on Dec
chocolate chip cookies fop gt
her as a special surprise

goodbye treat. Note: Please make sure
In math we have been your child has a change
working on estimation & of clothing in his/her
place value up to the huncypby as well as gloves,
dreds. In preparation of hats, mittens, snow pantJe
intensive lower case lettegng inside shoes. The

formation in January, we cold, wet winter months
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2nd Grade Carrie

I's it wint egbleWdénTabrid®elstilfacteria. Ask your child their work, and commencing
not sure gauging by the are. This unit is always about his or her predic- the festive holiday season.
weat her , b u texcieing betagse i dervelion.0ré Kipport our ex-
well into our December  as a great bridge betweeperiment, Bill B. (PE  Till then if not before, Car-
curriculum unit. Itis al-  our understanding of ourteacher) will be present- rie & Tanya
ways remarkable to me  selves and that of our being an engaging and
what a smooth transition iginning awareness of theimely mini-class on
is to move from discuss- rest of the world. germs. We're lucky to
ing the Pilgrims coming  |n Handson-Science thehave such an expert in
across the Atlantic to talkchildren and Tanya haveour community! Thank
ing about the subsequentinitiated a potato germ you Billl
ships, many bearing our experiment. We have a  Finally, we hope you
ancestors, that made simicontrol potato slice that can join us for ouHoli-
lar journeys throughout  wasn't touched at all andday Ancestral Feast on
the following years. Todayhen several potatoes ~ Friday, December 16th at
we spent circle time cata-slices that were breathe®®pm.The children are
loguing all the places our on and rubbed on variouslready excited to share
families come from; Can surfaces in the classroortheir edible biographies
you believe our ancestorsye then made hypothe- and we are pleased to
hail from over 29 differentses about which potato spend time with you
countries! What a remarksiices will grow the most breaking bread, sharing



