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School Closingus

Notes from Michelle

Mon. Nov. 21st
thru
Wed. Nov. 23rd
Parent/Teacher
Conferences
(No Classes Hel

Thurs. & Fri.

Nov. 24th & 25th Th@n

giving Break
(School Closed)

Upcoming Eve

Fri. Nov. 18th
Thanksgiving
Celebration
2pm
PAC

r“ have a flier, leaflet, or
S

A couple of things... of the office staff and tell

1) As the strep and flu sea-them you are seeking ap- well. In assessing chil-
son approaches, we will beproval for distribution or  dren a school must be tire-
pumping up the hand posting. Preference goes less in its effort to be clear
washing and sneeze to notfor-profit cultural ~ about what is being as-
covering instruction aroundand social service agen- sessed. At HMS we have
here. We will also be cies with missions similar worked hard to identify
washing/wiping down toys,t o Hi g h Me a dleamidagsand behavioral
ks- p.

markers, and other fun stuff Next week are Parent  goals as specifically as we
with greater rigor. Please Teacher conferences and can. Unbeknownst to us,
remind your child to sneezeahe teachers have been we seem to be part of a

into the crook of their el-  pulling together observa- national zeitgeist in which
bow, rather than their tions and work samples schools all over the coun-
hands, and to count to at that they feel really reflect try are struggling with the
least twenty when washingeach child to share with  purpose and meaning of

their hands. The parent parents. You will receive assessment reporting. My
handbook offers guidance y our ¢ hi | d 6 smoktrecesteditipnrob gr e s
as to when to keep your report at this meeting. As Education Leadership is

child home and for how | described in my last themed, AEffec
long on page 9. notes to you, the staffhasi ng Pr acti ceso
2) We have a very active been debating and further such progressive educa-

and involved parent body, honing the language in thetional voices at Alfie

both in the school and the progress reports in order Kohn, and much more

larger community, and thatto get the reports to more conservative voices whom

is a good thing. If you accurately say what we are all asking: What

want them to say. So far, should reports tell us?

the teachers have found Should the reports reflect

the changes helpful in learning or should they

which you are involved their striving to capture  reflect achievement?

that you wish to sharewithy our ¢ hi | d 6 sWhatesvhe pugpsena& n t ,
the HMS community, it learning, and dispositions grades and what is their

must be approved by an  at school. Our hope is thaaffect on learning and
administrator. Please handyou will find these refine- school climate?Cont. on

send a sample of it to any ments an improvement as next page)

poster, or anail from an-
other organization with
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Notes From Michelle (cont. from pg.1)

What are our alternatives? If not grades, what? Thegoals. In writing the re- 2:00 in the PAC with a
At High Meadow we have source of how we quantifyports, we are interested irsinging procession of stu-
consciously chosen not to where your child is along capturing that pointin ~ dents. We will then en-
use grades to assess stu- the path to learning is ricitime along the learning treat students and adults
dents. While our studentswi t h t e a c h e rcaniinuum bwsthretlie wra - to share their thoughts of
may receive percentagest i ons of y o uerstanding thatl tbespatipgratityde with their com-
on quizzes and tests, theyindividual and group is not straight; there are munity. This sharing is
are not the metric used to work, projects and presersetbacks, detours, and followed by a snack pro-
assess your child in re-  tations, receptive and ex-triumphs. With the year vided by the PTO, in the
ports. This is because  pressive language, crea- ahead of us, we can idenclassrooms. | am sorry
grades as an assessment tive process, and the manyfy the areas of strength that | will not be here
tool become an end that ways that they interact that we want to feed, andwith you all this year. |
obscures the means to  with their peers, their en- the challenges that we am off to a family gather-

learning. We seek to en- vironment, and their need to address. ing in California with my
cour age our teatherd eleatherd note -While the Parent parents. | am leaving you
trinsic desire to learn, growth in specific areas, Teacher conferences arein the very capable hands
rather than making learn- and they note that while short, they are full. of Doris and AnnMarie,

ing a game of extrinsic  students may struggle in Please come prepared who, aside from being
rewards. Inour reports some aspects of mathe- with questions and in-  the division heads for
we are most concerned matics, for example, they sights of your own, and lower and upper school,
with how your child is may show strength in oth-do not be afraid to sched-are two of the longest
progressing along the pathers. The subject areas arele a followup if you standing teachers on

to learning a broad set of not monolithic; they have feel more conversation is HMS staff, and embody
skills and concepts em- many strands and facets,needed. Remember that this tradition as much as
bedded in the curriculum. just as each learner doeswe hope to include your anyone.

These are the goals we  In the weeks leading up child in the meeting if | do wish you all the
cal l Ai ndi c atoreporssdall adassroomh ey are in the upper very best and most joy-
report and they tell you a activity becomes the school. ous of Thanksgivings and

lot about what is impor-  source for our discerning Finally, this week is our look forward to seeing
tant and valued at High  how each child is proceedFhanksgiving Celebra- you all next week.
Meadow. ing along the path to theséon. Festivities begin at

Events, Updates & Announcements

After School Drama Club will be performing at 4:00 to place in each building,Family, and several local

You are invited to attendpm in the PAC. and are busy designing food pantries which the
the Drama Club's presen-Thanks, Amy Poux some ki nd ofkids ére aureestlpre-f o r
tation on Monday, De- community members to searching.Be on the
cember 12th. They have 8th Grade Community decorate with hats, sock$ook out!
been working hard all se-Service Initiatives! and gloves! Our efforts

mester and would love to The 8th Grade is decorat-will benefit Family's Do-
have an audience. They ing food and gift receptaclemestic Violence Shelter,
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News From The PTO

Greetings from the PTO!

classroom(s) to indulge K - 6th Graders for a fee
We have been busy plan

_ _ in yummy treats and of $30/day. Bill & Elena,
ning our schoclvide good conversation. See our PE teachers, will be

Thanksgiving Celebration y; there! hosting two days of fun.
which is on Friday Reminder: EY[:

(tomorrow) at 2:00 pm in
the PAC. You are invited Togcher Conference,
to come and share in the
festivities-it's a moving &
joyous tradition at High
Meadow School. After
that, please join fellow
parents in your child's

During your Parent/ Afterschool clubs, after-
care, and busing are all
childcare will be avail- on a normal schedule on
able on campus. Friday.

We are also offering full Have a great holiday!
day childcare on Mon-

day & Tuesday for Pre

Jodi Palinkas
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Early Childhood Program ssa

3/4s rocket ships, machines We started reading the  Looking forward to
The past couple of and houses. "All about me..." books seeing you all at the

weeks have seen our We played a game you all made and sharinggathering on Friday and

group coming together
more and more. The big
blocks have been made
into pirate ships, trains
and a truck that delivers
dogs. The small blocks
have been made into

called "Little Bluebirds". Shacks. They are really conferences next week.
everyone was able to fol- €Njoying leaming about
low the rules and we each other. The children
played it a few times. that haven't shared yet
They were so excited and'ave started plaqnlng
proud. what they are going to
bring when it's their turn.
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PreK Kathy
If you look into our hearing it explained with art. | believe the children to lift the flaps for a
classroom these days, such fun props seems to shared the feeling. lovely surprise.

you'll probably notice have made a difference. By the time you read this Of course we've been
many runny noses. It's I've noticed several chil- the hallway leading to the talking about Thanksgiv-
that time of year. Inan dren quickly blockinga block room should be ing. We read some books
effort to teach the childrercough with their arm sincelecorated with the results about the Pilgrims and
not to share (how often Bill's visit. It's so nice of a fun art project and lanNative Americans of long
will you hear me say when we get to practice aguage arts lesson. After ago as well as books that
that?) Bill, our upper new skill right after learn-talking about clues and  remind us of the many
school P.E. teacher, caméng it! playing some guessing  things we have to be

in last week to talk about You may have noticed games as a class, | sat witthankful for. After one of
germs. He showed the some lovely wool apples each child and asked for these booksThank You
class a magnified photo oin the room. They were information that would For Thanksgivindy

a germ and explained howarefully made by the  help someone guess who Julie Markes the children
its shape causes it to stickhildren under the tutelageras speaking. | started bybegan work on the col-
to things like Velcro does.of Jen. She sat with two ahanding them a mirror asklage now hanging in our
Using models made with a time, let them choose ing "What do you look room. Everyone recog-
balloons he demonstratedheir wool and guided like?" | recorded the wordsnized that they have a lot
how germs spread from them as they learned the as each child studied theirto be thankful for. I look
person to person and howbasics of needle felting. ltreflection from every angleforward to seeing you all
coughing into the air or was a sweet sight as eachvith a variety of expres- at the conferences early
your hand can start the child worked the wool  sions. | asked about fami- next week.

process. Bill told the classwith total concentration, lies and favorite foods and Have a wonderful

that the best way to coversmiling proudly as it activities. The words are Thanksgiving!

a cough or sneeze is by slowly took shape. I've typed and attached to the

using your elbow. This is always felt there was child's painting. Please take

something Kerry, Jen andsomething magical aboutthe time to read the words

| have been saying, but turning wisps of wool intowith your child and be sure
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Kindergarten Cindy
Good day mates! Pleasean be mathematical gram. We will also be im- \x/hat wisdom can you
come in to check out ourthinkers. plementing CSMP.

) i . 9 == find that is greater than
Ocean mural the children Provide substantive Thanksgiving is ap- kindness?

have been working on, itwork in important areas proaching, so we have  _jagn Jacques Rousseau
concludes our Ocean  of mathematicsational  been engaged in talking Have a healthy break!!

study. numbers, geometry, about what we are thank-
We have begun our newneasurement, data, and ful for and why we are .
math program early algebraand con-  thankful for those things | .

"Investigations." Investi- nections among them. The discussions the ch |
gations in Number, Data, Emphasize reasoning dren are having are ame

and Space is a mathematbout mathematical ing and sincere. They
ics curriculum designed ideas. have really been trying t
to engage students in Communicate mathe- focus on friendship and
making sense of mathe- matics content kindness. We then drew

matical ideas. The cur- Engage the range of  pictures of what we are
riculum is designed to: learners in understandingthankful for and wrote th

Support studentsto  mathematics words. The children ther
make sense of mathemat-The children are very created a beautiful Cor-
ics and learn that they excited about the pro-  nucopia.

1st Grade Kristin & Patrick

Oh what a beautiful and Your children were great The children have been sils. To finish the book, we
exciting two weeks we  workers be sure to ask feverishly taking in the  gathered wood from the
have had with your chil- them about the experi- last few chapters dfly = nature trail and circled
dren enjoying the last fewence and have them sho®ide of the Mountainand around a small fire started
nice autumn days togetheyou where to watch for we have capitalized on by flint and steeljust like
Outside we see sunshinethe spring spectacle.  this enthusiasm and havein the book! Though we
and smileschildren play- Inside we have been really tried to bring the finished the last pages as
ing againstthe brilliant At ur ni ng u p storyttdlile. Wedavk a the flames began to die out,
background of the reds, load, and the children My Side of the Mountain there is still a fire for this
yellows, and oranges.  have been embracing thiS mu s e u mo i n storlairnicglwiahen your

Thinking ahead two sea-change. We have movedoom which the kids havechildren they have unani-
sons from now, we had into almost daily unsup- helped to create. Student®ously decided that we
the pleasure of spending ported journal entries, can touch, feel, and ex- must go on to the sequel,
one of these amazing  introduced our job chart plore real items the main Far Side of the Mountajn
mornings outside with  and its various duties, character uses including and we will soon be having
Rei db6s par e rmtdbegihlexplorsid i weer and rabbit furs, turtlea phone interview with the
and Robert helpingto  place value. shells, flint and steel, field92 year old author!!!
plant 500 daffodils!!! guides, and wooden uten-
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2nd Grade Carrie

As we embark upon par-began to create their owr\s food can be an emo- delightful to hear the chil-
ent teacher conferences, collaged plates full of  tionally infused topic for dren noticing all the differ-

we have been reflecting dpalanced meals represemra ny , we 0 r e enafbod groups @rasentin n g
the essence of your chil- ing all the food groups. how to be respectful in their lunches, indicating
dren and all they have ac- | their interest in incorporat-

complished so far this
year. It is remarkable that
it is only November and
yet we have become such
a community. The chil-
dren demonstrate such
ownership over the class-
room and routine; they are,
creating their own learn- May you all have a blessed
ing. and warm Thanksgiving

Our classroom was a They have embarked onour discussions, focusindioliday with family and
flurry of scissors cutting our nutrition study with on learning what our foodriends. Carrie and Tanya
and newspapers passing interest and quite a bit ofis made of and not what
this week as the children background knowledge.i s fAheal t hyo or not. 't wa

ing this new knowledge into
their current schema.
Thanksgiving is an appro-
priate time of year to ex-
plore the wonderful world

of food as we have so much
accessible to us for which to
be grateful.
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3rd Grade

Ouir field trip to the Sen-paign. We raised over The children will be
ate House and Hoffman $550.00 which was our  given a reading assign-
Inn was a very enriching goal. The by product is thement over the holidays.
experience. The children ability to recognize coin- Please help your child
had a chance to partici- age and add decimals.  with managing time in
pate in the life of the This hands on experience order to complete this
early settlers. All our helped introduce monetaryhomework.
readings and discussionscalculations in a very high | am looking forward to
of Kingston and the spirited manner. meeting with all of you at
Dutch customs took on  We have begun studying our conferences. If you
new meaning as the chil- measurement, including haven't scheduled one yet
dren actually viewed an English standard and met-please do so by Friday. |
original Dutch home. |  ric. The first step is learn- am so grateful to have
have to praise the behav-ing to draw with a ruler  your beautiful children to
ior of the class, they werewhich is a difficult task ~ work with every day. |
simply wonderful in the but one that is being mas-am constantly counting
museum and the restau- tered slowly. In life skills my blessings.

rant. Many thanks to the we are cooking which Wishing you a happy
drivers who helped make helps in the understandingThanksgiving, Much
this event possible. of basic measurement  love, Barbara

The class had a very  skills and is so yummy!
successful UNICEF cam-

Barbara
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4th Grade Jackie
Hello Families. We havewith you about his/her fa-tive numbers in a more your children have all
been having such a won- vorite critter. We will sophisticated manner: webrought home their pen-

derful visit with our little have the pond in our classre exploring the distancgominoes. If you have not
pond critter friends! Everyroom until this Friday, so from positive numbers to already seen them, please

day, children gather if you have not already negative numbers by findask your children to dem-
around the tank, enthusi- had a chance to visit, ing the distance from eaclnstrate how they work.
astically watching their  please try to do so! to zero and adding those They are really fun and

favorite critters do their  In math, we have begunnumbers. For example, tochallenging puzzle pieces
thing. When we are reallyto learn a preliminary ap- find the distance fronb  that work together to cre-
lucky, that may even in- proach to division. Al-  to 12, first find the dis-  ate literally thousands of
volve attempting to eat though the children will tance from5 to zero (5), rectangles. Enjoy!

one another! It is a brutal not be learning the tradi- then the distance from Have a wonderful
place. We are learning sotional algorithm until next zero to 12 (12) and add 5Thanksgiving break and
much about how each or-year, we engage in this + 12 = 17. Voilal holiday! Warmly, Jackie
ganism moves, defends practice so that they will We have completed the

itself, breathes and eats. truly understand what it book that | have been

Please ask your child to means to divide. We are reading to the class,

share some information also working with nega- "Chasing Vermeer" and

5th Grade Betty & Allyson

Humanities timeline of this The Cradldard concepts to get and using one sheet of com-
The 5th graders have besf Civilization. They havenarder to say and write  puter paper, they needed
gun exploring the processmearly completed the shofioyn. They've been workio lift at least a book an

of independent research. stories they are writing. . . .
They are using the notes These will be the culminan9 feverlshly on these. inch off of the ground.
they have accumulated asion of a unit on descrip- Then, we discussed both Then they had to try to see

well as book sources andtive language as well as sshort and long division  how many books they
some internet materials tasehicle for their apprecia-with remainders written agould lift still with the
practice_ paraphrasing andion of story elements likeremainders and as frac- same sheet of paper. You
presenting information onsetting, conflict and reso- ions. The next place we could not add anything to
the Sumerians. The per- |ution. ~_head into with division is the paper, but you could
fect paragrats theyov ewith remainders in deci- change its shape if you
created call upon their  The |ast two weeks have . g pely

iti kill well _ mal form (hence needing wanted to. So far, in our
writing skills as well as

) . seen the fifth graders tacl&- . . . ,

creating topic sentences o know the names into first set of trials, we've

yvith fabuI(_)us facts that ling tt:]e fll_ner pon;t.s of thethe thousandths, etc.) Thiead 9 encyclopedia’s lifted
;nefg:gthgllz r?erﬁ‘gr(r)rfl \r/(\?r-it Ezrn; aesr Ig:gg::tg;gb?rmi's a great deal of work forl inch off of the ground. It

i1a. Kinashio. th | i h ¢ fifth grade and they pour is impressive. The stu-
ing, Kingship, the sail- _ lions (no we ave_n PO their energies into math dents also began to work
boat, the wheel, arts and ken about our national

: _ : : . . .
science of Mesopotamia qapt yet... that is for 6th with gusto! .Bravo for in thelr.physms text books,
are some of the subjects them. In science, the stu-beginning thg€Cont. on

. graders!) and as small as
they are exploring for a ents faced a challenge.. next page
y P g thousandth. These are g page)
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5th Grade (Cont.) Allyson & Betty
understanding of force. It tained damage and loss Safe travels and Happy County. While friends and
is an expansive new worldiue to Hurricane Irene in Thanksgiving. Betty family gather, don't forget

of the unseen that the stueur community of Ulster I'd like to take this oppor-to ask them to sponsor
dents have to engage witl€ounty. While friends andunity to wish everyone a your child in this wonder-
How wonderful! family gather, don't forgetwonderful Thanksgiving ful season of giving and
I'd like to take this op- to ask them to sponsor holiday, and remind eve- thanks for what we have
portunity to wish everyoneour child in this wonder- ryone to consider partici- while we acknowledge
a wonderful Thanksgivingful season of giving and pating in our Upper what others don't. And
holiday, and remind eve- thanks for what we have School ReagThonto  remind your participating
ryone to consider partici- while we acknowledge support those who sus- child to read, read, read!
pating in our Upper what others don't. And tained damage and loss Safe travels and Happy
School ReadérThonto  remind your participating due to Hurricane Irene in Thanksgiving. Betty
support those who sus- child to read, read, read! our community of Ulster

6th Grade Betty & Allyson

Humanities: are accumulating while

The 6th graders had an offgnng different presen- tive number by a negativthe letter C so that she
excellent trip to The Met! tation ideas from power

Thanks to all of the parentgoint and diorama to per-"uMber, and two negativean begin to graph her
who helped chaperone. Itformance. It was great Numbers by actually ~ name! The students are
is really awe inspiring to  fun. looking at something  also in the midst of solv-
examine the antiquities of | look forward to seeing similar to a punnett ing algebraic word prob-
the places we study. The all of you this Friday for - square learned in our  lems that are quite diffi-
student so6 ¢ uouiThanksgiving gatben- gtlﬂd?éfgenetics! This cult. But this is a brave

and comportment is so im-ing with treats provided . . .
pressive. We have returndaly the P.T.O We need onl elped us to visualize thand endeavoring bunch

to Rome and are having agather and give thanks foFoncept. What was real- of kids here and so they
absolute blast studying thi®ur many blessings! Seeized was that when you push on! Our skeletal
amazing civilization. As you there, Ally square a negative num- projects are nearly com-
the students practice the Math/Science: ber, it actually becomes @leted and muscle study
skills of note taking, atlas  These last two weeks  positive number, allow- will begin soon. We have
work and text analysis,  have been a quick but iN-ing us to plot parabolas had some amazing pro-

they continue to amaze Mggnsive review of solvin i
with their ability with re- 9 as solutions to x squaredects related to the skele-

search and presentation! algebra_ic equatigns with plus y equals 10. The stual system. Amir created
Today we were the audi- WO variables usinga  dents are now very anx- a fantastic Jeopardy type
ence as the seventh grade#&aph. We learned about jous to see what happengame, Cali and Isa pre-
shared t hei rsquamgnu@ben &ydo a5 you make the equatiosented an adult and a

to enjoy these presentatiofigying of "x" squared in subtracting within the  identifying all of the

on holidays, chariot racin : ; : . :
school da{/s food and thegquadratlc equations. We gquation. Calireally  parts, India created a

bath houses, especially asSpoke about W_hat happengants to see how she cafCont. on next page)
adds to the knowledge weWNen you multiply two  create an equation where

positive numbers, a posithe graph will look like
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6th Grade (Cont.) Betty & Allyson
poster of the bones of the presented. It is a busy, consider participating in  your child in this wonder-
foot, Jonah created a productive, and enthusi-our Upper School Reaat ful season of giving and

poster of the bones of the astic room during sci- Thon to support those whahanks for what we have
hand, Ana made a Power-ence. Stop in and see usustained damage and loswhile we acknowledge
Point presentation on dou-work! I'd like to take  due to Hurricane Irene in what others don't. And
ble jointedness, Emma this opportunity to wish our community of Ulster remind your participating
made a 3D of the skeletoneveryone a wonderful County. While friends and child to read, read, read!
using bicycle parts, and Thanksgiving holiday, family gather, don't forget Safe travels and Happy
there are more left to be and remind everyone toto ask them to sponsor  Thanksgiving. Betty
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