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School Closingus Notes from Michelle

Fri, Nov. 11th | Hello from Mohonk, ment-if we work hard in  we assess these highly
Vet er an pwherdlan attending the school, go to college, and complex skills, and how
(School Closed)|| annual conference of Heads o1 | ow t he rdoiveeffectivelyedmmu- g e
~= of School organized by the a good job with benefits nicate this assessment to
Mon. Nov. 21st| New York State Associa- and a future is a thing of parents? At HMS assess-

thru tion of Independent the past, what world are  ment is implemented
Wed. Nov. 23rd|| Schools (NYSAIS). This iswe preparing our studentsthrough observation,
Parent/Teacher || my opportunity to be a for? teachesstudent coaching

Conferences learner, to receive mentor- The answer that forward and conferences, discus-
(No Classes Held)ing as a relatively new thinking institutions and  sion, presentation, written
_— Head of School, and to theoreticians are coming and 3D projects, tests,
Thurs. & Fri. learn about the educationalto is this: Teach our chil- and independent work.
Nov. 24th & 25thll @nd societal trends and curdren to think, to know We are constantly assess-
Thanksgiving Bre Jrents affecting schools as athemselves, to develop a ing and then using what
(School Closed) whole and independent  passion, to question, to  we learn to adjust what we
schools more specifically. build/grow/and make do in the classroom. The
It is always illuminating  things, and to innovate. ltstruggle is in effectively
and affirming to come to s this collection of skills communicating what we
this conference. We are inand dispositions that will have learned about your
o a comfortable little bubble enable them to locate a child. This is why we

N t in our corner of the woods, place for themselves in  continue our work on the
"5“9‘:;. p- which | would not trade for this rapidly changing progress report format and
9}"1,.3 the world. And yet, we world and economy. language...we are never

\y belong to a larger commu- Okay, good, we are on thesatisfied.

nity of schools operating right track! However, the You will receive the first

by radically different mis- next question idfjow do  progress report about your
Upcoming EV(‘«‘thSs'ions, in widely varied geo-we assess this? child at the parenteacher
Eri. Nov. 18th graphical settings, dealing As | write these notes, conference where you will
Thanksgiving with v_ery dlﬁergnt and pur teachers are meeting have gn opportunity to ask_
Celebration very similar variables. Thein small groups to con-  questions or make an addi-
2pm theme this year seems to b&nue honing our progress tional future appointment

AiWhat now?0 report. They areasking to deepen your discussion
words, now that the long themselves this ques- once you have had some
held and esteemed agree- tion...Right Now! How do (Cont. on next page)
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Notes From Michelle (cont. from pg.1)

time with the report(s).  an overflow day for some premature snow event to and Gurmi for the

If you have nothad a  of the larger classes. celebrate, create, eat, andbenches and walkway for
chance to make an ap- | want to extend big dance together. It was the Gazebo, and Robert,
pointment for a parent  thanks to Janna C, Julie Fantastically successful Ron V. and all the help-
teacher conference pleaselessica S, Randi R, Liz Myith many visiting fami- ers for the amazing hay
do so as soon as possible Natalie M, the dogn- lies and lots of joy, plus maze. To all of you who
They are coming up on  fleas dads: Dean, John, we made approximately cooked, cleaned, and
November 21st and 22nd.and Jim, and to all of you $2,500 for the schoelan crafted to make this event
The 23rd is being used aswho trudged out in our  impressive sum! | want what it was...Thank you,
to thank Patrick, Michael,thank you!

Events, Updates & Announcement

Tracy is in need of newspaper in the art
room. She loves the NY Times (big paper) as
opposed to Blue Stone Press (small paper)
not in terms of content, but in terms of art table
coverage. Please donate big paper by leaving
it in the office-- THANK YOU!
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The Bud Clarke Memorial Gazebo

Go Gazebo Volunteers!! s cedar and oak Paris P., Gurmey and  and | to have benches

If you haven't been inside penches, and some in- LocPoc L., David S., Bill ready for the Open House.
the new gazebo at school gant grass via 100s of B., David W. for helping  Almost everything that
lately, stop by and check itgg,are feet of sodThe  install the walkway; stu- happens here is only pos-
out. We have been busily s cture blends in so  dents Isaac, Tieran,  sible because of the help
putting the finishing nicely that it looks as if Ethan, Garvey, Marley, we get from youthe par-
touches on this wonderful it b5 always been here. Matt Brady, Leo, Zeke, ents of High Meadow
addition to the campus,  Thanks to Brad S. and and Lucas for helping lugand your childrenWe
and some t hagijfam¥ QurhESor @ "afound and stomp out  really need and appreciate
in order. There is a beau- e Bluestone donations:2000 Ibs of sod; and to  your involvement!!

tiful new stone walkway, - giephan . for architec- Ron V. for braving the  Patrick

some really comfortable, {ra| drawings; Robert  snow with Michael M.
nearlyfinished, Mohonk- \v/ for the sod donation:
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Early Childhood Program a

Parent/Child Class they like the snack, and energy to it like a produc-sheets are beside the
The Parent/Child class lasts until noon dismissal.tive office. Communica- classroom door.)

has welcomed a couple of In the past couple of  tion and patience are on

new members to the weeks the children have the rise because the satis-

class, making the group areally come to understandaction of playing to-

little more hearty and di- what to do at Work Time. gether is so great that

verse. The children are They clear their snack  they want to keep the

remembering the morn- dishes and get right dowrplay going. We call it

ing routine and seem to to the serious business of‘'work" because what

really enjoy their time in playing. They know now they are doing is impor-

"school." that they will have time tant, invaluable and not
3/4s to use the materials in thealways easy or relaxing.
"Play is the work of room in a deep, pro- The children have taken
childhood."Piaget longed way. Several ownership of Work Time
Our schedule has a largéimes Miss Alicia, Miss  and once again my trust
chunk of time called Jen and | have found our4n children and the power
Work Time. This usually selves standing still, of play is reinforced
starts somewhere be-  looking at each other as ( Please sign up for Par-

tween 10:45 and 11:00, every child is busy. The ent/Teacher conferences
depending on how much room has a hum and an and Book Shares. Sign up
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PreK Kathy
I'll start with a sincere the wonderful Ladybug a method he's used to il- sharing markers and
thank you to all who pur- Girl books. We com- lustrate some of his booksdeas. This was followed

chased books from the bined with the Kindergar- The children had fun par-by a parade of the entire
book fair for our class. ten class on Monday for ticipating in the process. school around the play-

As I've mentioned be- the visit and your chil-  Some were later inspired,ground. Because of the
fore, this is a group that dren sat totally engaged with help from Kerry, to size of the event |
enjoys a good storyl as Jacky read her first  try it for themselves. thought the PreK children

haven't had time to read book as well as her new- (That explains the odd might be overwhelmed,
all of our new books to est,Bumble Bee Boy pieces of construction paso | offered them the op-
the class, but the childrenSince then I've withessedper you may have seen irtion to sit with me and
have been sharing them several games with chil- and around your child's watch the parade. Sur-

with each other at differ- dren pretending to be  cubby). prisingly, only a couple
ent times during the day. characters from the Those of us who were inof children took me up on
And it was nice seeing sobooks! school on Halloween en- this offer, waving and

many of you during the  On Thursday we again joyed a relatively quiet cheering as classmates

week and on Sunday joined Kindergarten, this morning, making and eat-walked by. The rest

working at the book fair time to meet author and ing applesauce, building joined the throng with

and bake sale. As a illustrator Dave and playing as usual. Theheir reading partners and

teacher and parent at theHorowitz. He read his  day's excitement began ahad a great time. And so

school, | appreciate your popular and funny book 2:00 when our class was my final thank you is to

efforts. The Ugly Pumpkiras joined by our reading partthe 4th grade class for
Thank you also to Julie well as a noet-in-stores ners to decorate simple being so much fun and so

(Nico's Mom) for inviting book entitledChico the  masks designed and put caring at the same time.

authors to come and Brave He then brain together by Kerry, Reta

share their books with thestormed with the children (4th grade assistant) and

class. We were lucky  to create a picture of an Jen. It was great to watch

enough to get to meet  elephant out of construc- as the big and little chil-

Jacky Davis, author of  tion paper, demonstratingdren got right to work

Ve S
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Kindergarten Cindy

Hello all! Our Ocean expressing themselves indevelopmental goals with ing handeye coordina-
study will be coming to a group setting. the focus on play. This tion, organizing and con-
an end. The children Through freeplay, we  provides children with ceptualizing "their"
have presented their re- have noticed the children play experiences that en- \y4r1d. The play that has
ports with excitement. have improved the ability able them to develop and pgean, happening in the
They were able to tell  to predict, influence, and accumulate their own classroom is very inter-
what the animals habitatinterpret the emotional knowledge. For instance, esting and is always
is like, how it protects  behaviors and responsesin the kitchen/dresap changing.
itself, and what it eats. of others; they are using area children are practic- \ye zre asking that chil-
The reports were beauti-language to express em- ing cooperation and devel-yan do not bring toys in
ful' We will conclude  pathy and deciphering  oping mobility of thought, ¢5m home: they are al-
this unit by creating a  social cues to interpret a more elaborate language, |owed to bring books in
mural of the Ocean. person's intention. They a sense of story and en- p\wvever to share with

Circle time has been  are also learning and ab- hancing story comprehen-inqir friends.
such a meaningful part oorbing a wide range of sions. In the block area
the day. The children ethical rules and behav- children are problem Reminder: Family Break-
have gained confidence;iors. |value play as an  solving, following a men- o<t will be on Thursday,
they have a heightened important medium for tal plan, developing num- november 10 @ 9:00
sense of selésteem and learning. We have devel-ber concepts. In the Art
a positive feeling about oped a broad range of  area children are develop-

1st Grade Kristin & Patrick
The Literary Week and delicious food and in-  tra days. ued this AArt t
Open House, Fall Festivatredible music, and The children have com- project helping the children

and Book Fair were a  danced and laughed. pleted their first building sound out words and write
huge success! Our AuthdNhat an amazing com- project imaginative wood about their creations.
visits were wonderfully munity and a really spe- sculptures made with as- These are some great pro-
intimate and meaningful cial week! Thank you sistance from Patrick, us-jects, come on in and see
to the children. Being  Julie, Jana and the Thirding a pile of left over them on display!!!
able to ask where inspira-grade class. wood scraps from the ga- Parent teacher confer-
tion comes from, follow-  These two weeks have zebo and some broken taences are coming up on
i ng an aut h deedrich with rhoeents bles from the dump. Ch”Monday November 21st,
through her books, and of delight. The Hallow- dren picked various
watching as illustrators een mask making sweetlgieces, imagined how . :
show how characters  coupled reading partners hey 6d | i ke 24Ng TReEedsasigmy n |
evolve were such rich, to make and parade together to build things ©n our door, or feel free to
tangible experiences.  around the school yard imanging from boats to ~ e-mail us with first and sec-
Despite power outages their creations. Haycovfij ust a s c u lomdichoitesoptions.aWwed P a
and widespread snow, ered hats and jackets  rick helped them cut and gre trying to schedule them
Sunday?éb s Op éang |hltheucsbd_a|es po_stassemble as needed. AStor between 8 a.m. and 2
event went on without a recessannouncing fun inhe worked on the porch
hitch. We saw many facethe hay maze which haswith a couple of students
both new and old, enjoyetbeen left up for a few ex-at a time, Kristin contin-

and Monday November

p.m., with each conference
lasting a half hour.
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2nd Grade Carrie

Since we have been shaword, use it in a sentencéheir first text through We hope you will have the
ing a lot about math and - these are often inven- Second Grade Press. As chance to peruse these
science so far this year, tive, hilarious, and accu-Yyou know, over the last  with your children when
this week's newsletter wilrate and then tellus ~ few weeks, we have been they are sent home this
highlight some of our re- where to file the word. Angaged in a study of the week.
cent language work in-  the end of each session,life cycle of plants and the Finally, keep a watch out
stead. On your last visit tdhe students are free to knowledge gained was  in our next newsletter to
the classroom you might offer some science or ~ captured in book form by |earn the results from our
have noticed our word  wild words to add to the €ach child. After their Great Pumpkin Seed
wall on the chalkboard. wall as well. We have allbooks had been written  Count of 2011! Be well!
This @Al i vi ndeedeénjoying usingthis@rsl thendaethecked and Carrie & Tanya
an amalgamation of our resource in the room. It i€dited, the second graders
past spelling words, someenhancing our alphabetidised their experience with
science terms from our  sense, building our pre the various author's who
most recent unit, and sondictionary skills, and  Visited us last week to no-
fiwi | d wor ds &erveshaa & greathesouréige the design elements of
dents generate to help  when we're writing to ~ book covers. After gener-
every letter in the alphabeemind us of all the ating a massive list of all
be represented. Each weekords we do know how the information included
we take time at our word to spell. on the front and back cov-
wall adding the past Speaking of writing, theers of books, the students
week's spelling words.  children culminated liter-eagerly set out to design
The children read the  ary week by publishing their own book jackets.
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3rd Grade

This week's 3rd Grade
News was written in a
form inspired by Eleanor
Roosevelt's daily
col umn, 0 My
"The future belongs to
those who believe in the
beauty of their dreams."
E.R.

OUR DAY
UNICEF by Sydney,
Ramona and Baila:

UNICEF helps kids
around the world. When
you collect money, it
helps kids in need of
clean water, shoes,
clothes, medicine and
food. At HMS the 3rd
graders used their UNI-
CEF boxes to collect
money on Halloween.
After Halloween we col-
lected the boxes and
counted the money. Our
goal is to raise $550.00
this year.

Barbara

RECES®y Violet, Ashira Then in the microwave ELEANOR ROOSEVELT
and Mabel: for 2 minutes. Jacinta no-TRIP by Kai, Emily and
At HMS every child gets ticed it started to smoke. Sam:
at least 1 recess. Some Tanya opened the micro- Our first field trip was
pé&dpleyplay horse at re- wave as fast as she couldo Eleanor Roosevelt's
cess. Some people play irshe opened the window home. When Eleanor was
Popo Village. There are and held the corn out so iborn her mother did not
many ways to play on the would keep the fire alarmlike her because her skin
playground. A lot of peo- off. The next week we  was red and wrinkled.
ple play on the monkey tried it again and the cornWhen she was two she
bars. People play on the popped. We got to eat it. was dropped off a steam-
swings. People also play boat into the arms of her
on the bikes a lot. People INTERVIEW WITH PAT- father. After that she was
play four square. People RICKby Dahlia, Beatrix afraid of heights. When

play on the soccer field. and Enzo: she went to Atwood
Kids have fun on the play- Patrick's favorite subjectSchool she met the
ground. is science. His favorite  teacher of her life. She

color is green. He is 29 helped a lot of people by

HYPOTHESI®y Luella, yearsoldand5feet8 making equatights for
Lucia and Shaye: inches. He loves french blacks and whites.

We did a hypothesis in toast with maple syrup.
science class. Itwasto He lives on Springtown
see if we popped colored Road and loves dogs.
corn what color it would  Patrick's favorite insect is
be. We went to the staff the praying mantis.
room. Jacinta was in a
chair drinking coffee. We
put the corn cob in a bowl.
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4th Grade Jackie
We have begun reading oyrepare to move on to the actly two positive divisors), process of multiplication and
new novel "Guests," by the next chapter. provide some examples  can always "figure out" a

incomparable Michael Doris. | cannot tell you how sad 1 (2,3,5,7,11...) and also ex- problem the memorization
This novel is set around thewas to have had Wednes- plain why the number 1is of the times tables is simply
time of the first Thanksgiv- day's field trip cancelled.  not prime (it has only one a shortcut that will allow
ing and introduces us to twoThe education coordinator gbositive divisor). Atthis  them to focus on more com-
fascinating characters, a boohonk and | were on the time, the children who have plicated problem solving,
named Moss and a girl phone for a while trying to memorized the times tablesand it relies on repetition/
named Trouble and neither find an alternative, but the are at a distinct advantage. practice more than anything
of them feels as though theyentire Preserve was covereém working on this with else. | really appreciate your
fit in. Every Monday, the  with 6 to 11 inches of snow them at school, but it would efforts!
children participate in small (!) and there was no way be extremely helpful if you We are wrapping up our
group literary circles where around it. Unfortunately, thewould be able to take a fewintroduction to ecosystems
they share their work. In  Preserve cannot offer any minutes every day to help as we are preparing to have
these groups, children are field trips until hunting sea- your child in this endeavor. our pond arrive next week.
learning to positively offer sonis over and thenitis  Simply engage in a brief drilPlease try to visit the class-
and receive constructive  winter. So, | will either re- (7 times 4, 3 times 8...). room during its sojourn with
criticism, ask clarifying schedule this trip for the ~ When they get the answer us so that your children will
guestions and listen carefull@pring or we will apply the wrong, please help them to be able to provide a tour of
enough to others that they money to our Bonticou trip figure it out and then ask all of the amazing critters
are able to summarize and in May. them to repeat the problem who live there. It promises to
retell their contributions. In math, we are beginning ("7 times 4 is 28" and "4  be an exciting study. Best,
When we come together asta learn about prime num- times 7 is 28") 3 or 4 times. Jackie
class, we look for common bers. Your children should It would provide them with
threads in their writing and be able to define them for tremendous support. Your

you (numbers that have ex-children all understand the

5th Grade Betty & Allyson

ferent subjects. Our family
lyees are finished and are on
display in the Spanish room.

Humanities a cleanup to follow. Creat- information about the
We are finishing compilinging masks for ourselves andSumerians, Babylonians an
data on our grow dinosaurs.our reading partners was  Assyrians. Having com-
Following our Halloween  really fun and the parade waseted The Search for Deli- Basketball skills are being
revels on Monday evening, adorable! In humanities we cious, we will now begina "o ned in P. E. at
we have created awesome have begun our study of  biography of Cleopatra. ~ Ploring indoor winter games.
poems. Exploring our senseslesopotamia and created aMath
and the literary devices we |ist of the things we know  In math we are lear
have been learning, these and the things we wish to  ing both short and lo
poems are such a delightfuldiscover about the Cradle oflivision. Next week,
way to extend our holiday ~ Civilization. The students we will be having our
experience. Speaking of have done some really discifirst algebra test.
extending the holiday, we  plined work with our World  In art, we completed Sk
look forward to Friday and History Atlases and have our monkey project
the costume ball! This dandgegun the process of re-  which for some of us |
will go from 7:069:00 with - searching and paraphrasingevolved into very dif- §
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