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School Closing

Fri, Oct. 7th

Staff Day/Yom Kipjearly Autumn day. The

(No Classes YHelc

~—~

Mon, Oct. 10th
Columbus Day
( School Cloyed

Fri, Nov. 11th
Vet er an

Notes from Michelle

we 61 | have

ploring those.

What an extraordinary s Wedreesdysi far the %/8-.
Regular academic classes
happen on nofflex

3) Please make sure that Wednesdays. Flex time is

your children have an ex- a time in which kids break

tra sweatshirt in their cub- into smaller groups to en-
bies, as the weatheris  gage in activities that are

changeable right now. important to their learning,

campus had a yellowy or-
ange glow this morning,
the light is already lower
on the horizon, and the
paths are strewn with
leaves and black walnuts.

Lovely. They may come in with a but lay outside the normal
jacket and find that is too curriculum. Science pro-

| have a couple of notes forwarm for the daytime, but jects, explorations into
| you all... too cold with just a shirt. technology, Math Counts,

ps Day and creative writing are
1) You will be receiving  4) Thank you, everyone, some of the activities we
media release forms, whichfor your observance of thehave planned for this time.

have replaced our old slow driving rule. So far, Inthe winter we will be

Upcoming Eveths

Mon., Oct. 24th
to

Fri., Oct 28th

Literary Week

Sun., Oct. 30th

Fall Festival, Op¢n

House, Book Fa
&
Barn Dance!
11:00 to 3:00

photo release forms. This so good! engaging in some winter
gives the school permission sports here and in the
to use your B)if you arédisneedmfa g@atskills.
and voice in a variety of  borrowing any tech equip- Perhaps the cornerstone
PR and artistic vehicles  ment from the school, you of Flex is the work the
from ads to posting up must now do this through kids are doing in small
school performances on theur IT guru, ke Shaw. groups with Tanya and
Website. Please return Ike can be communicated Patrick. On these days we
these as soon as possible. with at switch assistants so that
Thanks. ike@highmeadowschool.oPatrick and Tanya are free
rg to work with the upper
2) Next Friday, October  or found downstairs in the school on gardening, land-
14th, | am hosting a break-upper school, either in  scaping, trail maintenance,
fast from 9:15t0 10:30,forAn n Mar i e 6 s ranidsimple repairs.i The
an open discussion about his nook in the tech closetbenefits of the time our
progressive education and right next door. children have with these
what that means in the 21st This week, in the upper two extraordinary staff
century. There are some school, students began members are innumerable,
interesting dichotomies andheir Flextime work. as both of them have ex-
conflicts that become evi- Flex-time happens on the tensive credentials in out-
dent as progressive educa-first Wednesday of each door education, and seem
tion faces the 21st century.month for the 5/6, and the to have ¢ont. on next
second and fourth page
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Notes From Michelle (cont. from pg.1)

(Cont. from 1st pg.) able computebased ex- moan, grouse, and com- In closing, | wanted to
endless energy and knew perience is. We are creaplain as Tanya and Pat- share with you a video
how. But let me try... turesidentified by what weick engage them in the that Peter Ferland, father

Alfred North Whitehead, do with our hands.For a dirty business of shovel- of Oliver in seventh
one of the founders of whole generation of kids, ing dirt, moving trees,  grade sent me. This is
Progressive Education andlirect experiences in the pulling weeds, and ham- one example of how par-
a mathematician and phi- backyard, the tool shed, imering nails. We are un-ents, in this case fathers
| osopher s aitdefields and wdods, hasd@iaunted...what we know and mentors, came to-
lay it down as an educa- been replaced by indirectthey will get from their  gether to cecreate an op-

tional axiom, that in learning, through ma-  time outdoors engaged inportunity for the boys in
teaching you willcometo c hi nes . . . s o meanihgfuhwgr&, $eelingi teis lives to explore their
grief as soon as you forgei ng . 0 the sun or rain on their  sense of agency in the

that your pupils have bod- We believe strongly heréhacks, getting their handswoods. | hope you enjoy
i es. 0 He g o eaHMSBnthat tactdeTkines-dirty, are enlivened neu- it as | have.http://
connections between intelthetic experience is criticalological connections be- www.kickstarter.com/
lectual activity and the  to the developing brain intween their hands and  projects/924623420/
body, though diffused in  developing reasoning andheir brains, and the sens&ndingfires-alonein-the
every bodily feeling, are motor planning. Using of accomplishment that -woodsfor-24-hours
focused in the eyes, the our hands in the act of comes with having im-

ears, the voice, the feeling, creating, building,proved your community. Lastly, students had a
hands...in this the hands and fixing, not only pre-  One of the most impor- presentation by the Adjunct

are particularly impor-  pares children for inde- tant things a child, but ~ Music Teachers last week,
tant. o pendence but imbues theparticularly a middle and bioodos of al

teachers went home last

In theLast Child in the  with a sense of accom- schooler needs to feel is
Tuesday. If you have any

Woods Richard I__ouv plishment and joy. . the sense of their own questions about the pro-
guotes neurologist and Now, | am not saying agency, and a belief that gram, or would like to re-
author ofThe Hand Frank that all of our kids go off they have been useful.  aive information via e

Wi | son, @i We omerily inte taengarden or @hey will look back and  mail, please contact Ken
a bill of goods especially woods with shovels and thank us. McGloin
parents about how valu- hoes and rakes. They @kenmcgloin@gmail.com.

From Tamara Cooper of Family of Woodstock:

ATwo young Family of Woodstock t |
Drive at Hurley Ridge Market. Ana Alexander and Olivia Wogan
have fun while helping out Family of Woodstock's Food Pantry Sat
urday, Sept. 17th. o

~Tamara Cooper, Family of Woodstock
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Parenting Forum Offered By Gifted & Talented Specialist

Dear Parents of High
Potential Children, for themselves?
What do parents do if ~ We will be offering a
their child has all the po- parent discussion/
tential but little of the
drive; understands com-
pl ex ideas
to get organized; or reads help parents to nurture
above grade level but the emotional develop-
struggles to read the sociaiment of high potential
cues of other kids? How children, and provide a
do parents support a childforum for parents to in-
with endless energy and teract and learn from
interests? How do they  one another.
keep their curious child The group will be
challenged? How do par- based on the SENG
ents encourage quality in (Supporting the Emo-
their chil
without exacerbating their Gifted) model. Topics
perfectionism or their

these questions and

Events, Updates & Announcements

Coat Drive Still
Running!!

This is the time of year f a st
for our annual coat drive THE DATE!
in support of our local mi-October 30th, 2011,
grant community. We dofrom 11am to 3pm
nate clean, new and al-
most new warm weather Don 6t Mi s s :
outerwear: coats and jackdog on fleagperforming
ets of all sizes, adults andon the lower school
childrens. porch.

Please bring items to the Open classrooms and
3 grade classroom. gorgeous Fall Crafts for
Thank you for participat- all ages.
ing in this event. New and

books for sale.
Delicious food sale

Harvest Festival News

broahy othexsrthattwill s ePaymter, Consultant,

u s e Thanksh i

overly high expectationstics of Giftedness, Moti- ited to a total of 15 indi-

vation and Underachieve-iduals first come first
ment, Discipline, Inten- served, so pleaseSVP
sity, Perfectionism, before Tues., Oct. 11th to:

support group to exploreFriendship, Idealism, andgiftedhelp@gmail.com or

845679-2310.

The group will meet in
SENG facilitator, and the faculty room at High
past Director of Gifted = Meadow School, six times
and Talented Programs afrom 7-8:30 on the follow-
Montclair State Univer- ing Wednesday evenings:
sity will be facilitating.  October 12,19,26
We will be using the November 2, 9, and 16
book, A Parent's Guide to
Gifted Children which ~ Susan Paynter
participants will be ex-
pected to purchase.

Depression. Dr. Susan

d o6tmnaldNecdsobthew o r Tke fee for the course is

$50 per person.

will include Characteris- The group will be lim-

And this year a new addi-

The Harvest Festival is tion to the festivitiesThe
ap p 8AVE Barm Dagcé, from1to 3

in the PAC, with AMiI ke
& Ruthie and Friendsbo
Donét miss this amazing

family fun day!

ReminderWe are now
asking for donations of
gently wused
books. Collection boxes a
| ocated 1in
common area.

| drenbod
Janna Cohen
jannabw@aol.com



http://mc/compose?to=giftedhelp@gmail.com
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PTO News Jodi

Greetings from the PTO... (35ha MaryAnne
This week we had the  g4phia, Natalie, Lucia,

pleasure of gathering to Seneca, Kerry, and eve-

make Hula Hoops for re- ryqne else who tested the

cess time. If you hqven't hoops after they were fin-
seen the Hula magic hap- ished.

pening on the playground, \ye are still looking for
make a point to come &  gonations for our first

see! It's a wondrous thing Tagcher Appreciation

to behold! Aspecial 1k on Tuesday, Oc- |1
thanks to Liz M. for bring- ysper 11th--let your clasq *
ing her expertise and all parent know if you can -
the materials we needed t?)ring something for the

make them. teachers to enjoy.

Thanks also go to Thanks & have a lovely
Beatrix, Isabel, Emma, long weekend.

Luke and his Gram,
Sophie, Trudy, Amy, Jodi
Gideon, Sam, Storey, Na-

Early Childhood Program nesa
Parent/Child Class day. playdough.

The Parent/Child group Me: Yesterday | We have discovered _ -
is gently making it's way said ,"Come off the book-that this group likes to -
through Fall. The chil-  shelf." Today I said, go, go, go! So we have

dren are getting used to "Come off the bookshelf."added some riding toys
the idea of sharing time What do you think | will into the classroom and
together and sharing toyssay tomorrow? Chorus: spent some extra time
together. Snack is the ~ Come off the bookshelf!!! outside.Reminder:
major event of each The children are begin- Check your child's dia-
morning and circle time ning to trust that their per, wipes and extra
is enjoyed by children ~ teachers will be there to clothes supply!

and parents alike. help them if they need
something, a bandid, a
3/4s turn with the paint, a

The 3/4s have been buspook read. As they have
at work on getting used become more settled we
to being at school. They have been able to start
are coming to rely on the activities that will be-
consistency that their =~ come routine as the year
teachers provide and are goes on, like cooking. So
becoming more and morefar we have made apple-

comfortable as theame sauce, which was a great - - >
rules are reiterated each success, and some yeIIovh AN k
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PreK

| must start by telling
you about the wonderful were created by making
tree adorning the front  prints with real cut ap-
door of our classroom. ples. The plan is to add
Several weeks ago | was butterflies too, because
approached by Suzy M., they're pretty and so im-
mother of Una in second portant in the pollination
grade. Since our art of apple blossoms. (And
teacher Tracy was taking this type of work is good
some personal time, Suzyor the strengthening of
offered to come inand young hands.) The chil-

Kathy

be laden with apples that that we shouldn't use our be pretty much anything

hands for. After reading ityour child would like to
we talked about other  share. Hopefully it will
positive uses for our be something the leader
hands. You'll see some ofieels comfortable talking
the ideas the children  about, since this is a great
came up with listed and exercise in expressive
hanging with the art. language skills. We've
Please take a moment anskeen books, stuffed ani-
look at the work with yourmals, interesting rocks,
child. Everyone beamed souvenirs from family

create something with thedren have really enjoyed when | walked around thevacations, and other

class. | was excited to
accept her offer. She with Suzy.

came in week after week, If you look around our
first mixing paints with  newly carpeted block
the children for grass androom, you'll be able to
sky. On the next visit admire artwork inspired
they cut and glued tree by the booK Call My
bark, and then used pota-Hand Gentldoy Amanda
toes as stamps to add  Haan. This simple book
leaves. By the time you mentions many wonder-

read this our tree should ful things we can do with bringing something for
our hands as show and tell. When yourhave many turns. As al-

well as

like hitting

some things,

and pushing, item for show and tell can

this project and their timeroom and read the namegreasures. (No weapons

on the paintings. please.). Please help your
We've begun somethingchild choose just one

called Leader Time in  item since it's difficult for

class. One by one each some of us to sit for too

child will have a turn to bdong. If that presents a

Leader of the Day. This problem, you can remind

title comes with the honorher or him that we will

of leading the line when continue our rotation

we travel as a class and throughout the school

year so everyone will

child's turn is coming ways, feel free to contact
you'll find a note hanging me with any questions.
from his or her cubby. The
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Kindergarten Cindy

Happy Fall All! It's that your nose trap germs.  how to segment words
time of year when chil- The fluid in your nose  into sounds and we intro-
dren start getting sick, and throat continually = duced the concept of
and we begin to really wash germs away. So dovowel (i). The (i) sound is
focus on germs. We havéhe tears in your eyes. Wepen and voiced. All vow-
talked about how our  discussed many ways els are open and voiced.
bodies are always work- your body fights germs  All vowels have at least
ing to keep us healthy. and when all the germs intwo sounds a long and a
When you get sick, it your body that make you short sound. The shoi) (e white insects appear-
works even harder to getsick are destroyed, you is coded with a breve. A ing. Stay tuned.
you well. Your skin helpsget well again. breve is a mark that is Thanks,
keep germs out of your In Language Enrich-  used for a short vowel. Cindy and Sandy
body. The tiny hairs in  ment, We are practicing We practiced writing the

letter (i) and started our
writing journals.

In Science we are sitill
observing our compost
and things are looking
pretty interesting. We
have a lot of different
plants and some cool lit-

1st Grade Kristin & Patrick

The doors to the porch describe their instrumentsave been practicing a driver.

are open inviting one in. and offer a small idea of counting, numeral recog- Our 1stFamily Breakfast
There is the distinct smellwhat after school classesnition, and numeral writ- s next Friday the 14"

of the falling leaves and might offer. The entire ing. We have been dis- fom 97 9:30. Please
_the recent rains, but the aiowgr school h_as lingeredussing the terms most, bring a nutless breakfast
is pleasant and the chil- outside for a bit of spon-same and exactly and us-
dren are busily swinging taneous play. How won-ing arrows to illustrate ond€at t0 share.  Our break-
and sweeping. Goggle derful it feels! And how to one correspondence. fast will be finished in time
clad hammerers are worklucky we all are to be partPlease peek your head ifor you to attend

ing together on a pretty of this community. to take a look atourbeauMi c hel | eds gatt

exciting building project.  In Language arts the tiful Hudson Valley mu- 8" grade classroom dis-
If anyone has real (i.e. nothildren have been ral, the ongoing art projec{:ussing independence, ap-
plastic but metal) child placed into four distinct with Suzy. Thanks so ’
size tools they would like groups allowing teacheramuch to her for such an .
to donate or loan to the  to work at specific skill alive and creative succesSther topics.
class, we would welcomelevels. This is one small We look for-
them. We plan to take piece of our instruction award to our ap- &
advantage of this recent we also do large group ple picking trip
interest and are planning work focused on listeninghis Thursday
some wood projects. skills, comprehension rain or shine.
Inside there are afew and story line through There is another
children checking in with shared reading of some afpcoming trip to ™
a teacher, describing a reeur favorite literature. UPAC to see
cent Four H project and There are also times for Baobab on Tues
discussing after school independent work with Oct 18" leaving
plans. Later in the morn-teachers and paired workpromptly at 9am
ing, children gathered in as children support eachAgain please let/\
the PAC to listen to the other in their learning. us know if you &
adjunct mus i lomatheahe childeen 6 svould like to be

propriate challenge and




High Meadow Newsletter Pagé
|

2nd Grade Carrie
By now we are all begintime to fit in all our stud- this knowledge is firmly are also being encouraged to
ning to settle into the dailyes. in place, we can begin look in their own books for

routines of second grade. We are now leaving  manipulating numbers examples of some of the
The children enter the  seeds behind and enteringging algorithms. This  spelling patterns we have
classroom, sign them- into the world of the class is one of keen been working on as a class,
selves in, greet their growing plant. Our long mathematicians and it is such as vowetonsonant
friends, and begin what- awaited trip to the apple inspiring to see their in- (as incakg and consonant
ever work and play is orchard on Thursday, Oderest and excitement at clusters (as ithe). It is with

ahead of them that day. tober 8" will help further math time. delight that th
Later, we gather togetheropen our eyes to the fer- In Reading, each child to show us such a find.
to share in exploring mattjlization process. is working in their own Upcoming: Our next field

literacy, and science. And In Math, we arecount-fij ust r i ght bipwldbetd seatnedglay
though these recent shorting the days of school, tracking their accom-  Baobab at Ulster Perform-
school weeks have alteretheasuring everything, plishments with a book ing Arts Center offuesday,
our routine slightly, the and developing our num4og; a worksheet that al- October 18 at 10am Per-
children have been flexi- ber sense and understanidws them to record eachmission slips will be sent
ble and helpful in finding ing of place value. Whenb o o k t hey 0 vieomemrexdweek. They
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3rd Grade

Barbara

Last week was our verythanks to the drivers, espederful workshop making lunch on Thursday next

successful first field trip cially the flexibility that
to Eleanor Roosevelt's allowed us to also cross
home. The children werethe Mid Hudson walking
fascinated with the pres-bridge. It was very excit-
entation and so well be- ing to have Shaye's
haved. This is our intro- mother come in and dis-
duction to many of the cuss Eleanor with us. Of
concepts that we will course eating Eleanor's
study throughout the
year. | honestly feel we
actually met one of my
heroes as we walked
through the rooms and

the treat.

most completed. Enzo's

felt her presence. Many father, Josh, gave a won-

4th Grade

Our ladybug study is al- to carry a bag lunch. As

prints of the insects usingweek. We have made ar-
apples and carrots. To  rangements to accommo-
complete this project the date the pizza lunch kids.
children composed their Thank you for your help
first original poems. in completing the chil-
Please take a peek as thalren's first reading as-
display is hanging on the signment. The puppets
wall. Just beautiful! are ready and we will be

favorite dessert was very Our next field trip is to  writing our responses
tasty. Thank you again forthe Stone Houses in Newearly next week. Our

Paltz. The children need classroom is flowing
quite well and as always
please call me if there are
any concerns.

Blessings, Barbara

this is Wednesday we
will be having our pizza

Jackie

Although we haven't had sented their biographicalcle (ask your child to de- sent. Please help them

many school days since time lines of influential
the last newsletter, | feel | Native Americans from

fine "waxing" and find appropriate and in-
"waning" for you) as well teresting articles that

have a lot to report. First history. Please ask your as the reasons that we sewill lead to engaging

of all, I'd like to thank our child to tell you about
generous drivers for ac- the person s/he studied
companying us to Spring and some pertinent in-
Farm for our fabulous formation about his/her
field trip last week. We all life. We all learned so
really felt that we had the much from one another.
opportunity to experience The children are devel-
a day in the life of Lenape oping their presentation
children, including the joy skills as well as their

of listening to stories they audience member skills

may have heard, games and are asking challeng-

that may have been playedng and pertinent ques-
and work that was ex- tions of one another. \
pected as their contribu-
tions to their community.
It was a beautiful day on
the Preserve, misty and
cool in the morning, and what had been written
brightening up later so  the previous evening. It
that we were welcomed byis even more exciting

to a great start. On the
first morning every child

different portions of the discussions in class.
moon throughout the Finally, I'd like to wrap
month. We are also with a reminder and a
studying ecosystems,  request: if you have not
which will ultimately done so, now is the time
lead into our pond study. that we need slippers
The children have been and bowls in the class-
reading and taking notes room for every child.
in pairs and then sharing Also, it would be a great
their findings with one  idea to have a change of
another. clothing that stays in the
We have also experi-  cubbies for children who
enced our first current  may slip in mud and get

Our moon journal is off events presentations. Thisvet and uncomfortable.

is a big deal and our first We do go outside for
two presenters main- recess whenever possi-

was enthusiastic to shareained a professorial air ble - dressing in layers is

as they led the class a great idea so that the
through relevant discus- children will be com-
sions of their articles. fortable in all kinds of

sunshine streaming down now that we can actuallyYour children will be re- changing weather. PS

upon us just as we exited see the moon. The chil-
the longhouse! dren are learning the

Earlier this week, the phases of the moon cy-
class completed and pre-

ceiving an outline and  the full moon is coming

reminder the week beforeup next Tuesday, Octo-

they are scheduled to preber 11. Be sure to check
it out! Jackie
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5th Grade Betty & Allyson

As a class we are contribut?/7, etc) to get a fraction thaand the feminine and mascuou to the parents that drove
ing to this week's newslettelis equivalent to the Volde- line and singular and plural the 5th and 6th graders to
The student's name precedesort fraction.(Eli) We words and the different wayand from Madden. Despite
their comments in parentheplayed Stump the Teacher ito say "the" for each type ofthe rain, we had a great time.
ses. math to get what fractional word. ( As we negotiate these

(Storey)in history we're  equivalent of one we used orSam)At Madden Environ- weeks that have less than 5
finishing our mobiles on theour "changing booth" and wenental Center we did the days, please understand that
Early Humans(Max) They stumped her a couple of  ropes courses and we all some science lab work just
are the Neanderthal, the Auimes played a lot of different has to be completed batd
trolapithicus, the Homo ha- (Ari)In science we talked games. The 5th and 6th  back, so there have been
blis, the Homo erectus, the about using our senses to ggtades were in groups of 11fewer math homework as-
Homo sapien and the Homanformation when we ob-  or 12 kids.(Pasca) One of signments. Please be patient
sapien sapiengAlden) serve things(Max) We cre- the ropes courses was the as we meet both the math &
We're making the mobiles ated survey questions with Spider Web. There's a bell incience work evenly over the
out of foam core board, malenly 2 possible choice re- the middle of the web, and weeks. I've had to hold off
ing little facts about them sponses(Mary) My survey you can only go through  on some of the 5th grade
and writing them in groups question was, "Which do  each opening once. This  science work to get 5 days in
of 2 to 4 kids(Natasha)We you like better, indoor or means that eventually, soma-row for their lab, and the
didn't know all of the namesoutdoor recess{Talia) We one has to be passed througith graders have had more
of the people that came be-had to know not only how an opening that is 6 feet up science this week to com-
fore us (Talia)lt was kind of many people chose which in the airl/(Mary) We did plete their Reebops before
hard to work in groups of response, but whether they lots of team building exer- our next 4 day weekend.
two sometimes because if were boys or girls as well. cises that were fun. Thank you for your under-
one person was absent, the (Raymond)n grammar Ally adds that the studentsstanding. Betty
other had to do all of the  we're learning about verbs, have completed gorgeous
work. nouns, and pronouns. A verbelf-portraits in Art. | am

(Ana)In math, we've been is an action word and state tdiking the unit on drawing
doing algebra, fractions andbeing. An noun is a person,while Tracy is gone helping
equivalent fractionqStorey) place or thing and a feeling.her mom. This unit also in-

We're doing "Voldemort" (Sophia)A pronoun is a cludes stilllifes and land-
fractions. You can't say the word that replaces a name @capes, and we've begun and
name of a given fraction, bua thing. in some cases, have com-
you multiply it by a frac- (Zoe)In Spanish we pleted our landscape studies!
tional equivalent of 1 (5/5, learned the question words From Betty: A huge thank



